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Forum response 
The readings present various opinions of the authors. According to Shapiro (2017), there are various monuments in the United States which symbolize the history of the nation. Although various monuments have been considered for abolishment and selling, the statues play a role in reminding the people of how the country has changed over time. Shapiro thinks that the monuments should be considered important regardless of the history they represent. The monuments are a chance for the nation to look at its past in terms of what has changed. 
The nation can learn from monuments about some of the past atrocities the country has committed. Some monuments have been erected to honor the white supremacy fighters while others honor the slave owners and the people who participated in the Vietnam War. Regardless of whether all the acts were right or wrong including slavery, white supremacy, and the country's engagement in war, which all led to segregation in the society, the monuments should be left standing to help the country reflect on the past. A reflection on the past can help people understand the importance of the good and positive efforts people put to change society and make it a better place for everyone.
Both Shapiro and Norris consider the current society to have changed greatly compared to the past. According to Norris (2020), the leaders of society today are different from the past in terms of respecting human rights.  Various evil acts such as owning slaves by Washington and his wife do not exist in the current society. Society now seems to respect human rights more than before where people of all races can now receive payment for their work without being forced against their own rights. These actions depict more respect for human life compared to before where people owned slaves as part of their property.
